04/1&/03 16: 19 



flK, FRANK & SAMOTNY LTD. ■» USPTO 



NO. 884 P001 



FROM: 

TO: 

FAX: 
DATE: 



PATZIK, FRANK & SAMOTNY LTD. 
150 South Wacker Drive 

Suite 900 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone: (312)551-8300 
Facsimile: {312)551-1101 



MaxShaftal 
312-351-3067 
iDshffftaUffipfs-law com 

Samuel 6. Rimell 

United States Patent & Trademark Office 



(703) 746-7239 
April 16, 2003 

Number of Pages (including header sheet): 7 



Reference #: 2097-024 



COMMENTS: 

Please find enclosed documents (your suggestions and our proposed changes) regarding 
Claims 4 and 13 for Serial No. 09/288,757 in regards to the telephone interview for April 
17, 2003 at 4:00 p.m. E.S.T. Should you have any questions, please call Scott Smilie at 
312/551-3066. 



The information oocetinad in this facsimile is privileged and canfkfential information for the sole use of this 
addressee. If tb$ reader of this fecairn i te is not the intended recipient, or we employee or agent responsible for 
delivering it to the wmfad recipient, you are hereby notified that airy dissemination, distribution or copying of the 
coTtranmkwkm is strictly prohibited. If you have iccttived this facsimile in error, please immediately notify the 
person U«ted above by c&fepbone (collect) or facsimile and return the original message to the sender at the adfoss 
listed above by imtt. 
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4. A system for determining eligibility of a participant in an insurance plan with 
respect to particular dental procedures performable by a dental care provider comprising: 

- (at least one} a first computer having at least one data storage means, at least one 
inpqt means, aad at least one output moans; 

- data pertaining to at least one participant stored in at least one database on the 
data storage means of [a] said first [of said at least one] computer wherein at least a 
portion of said data is not locally stored on [said first] as qeond computer; 

- means [associated with the at least one computer] for determining eligibility of 
the patrtidjpacrt in real time comprising: 

- means associated with said s econd computer for inputting a participant 
identifier; 

- means associated with the se cond computer for inputting a particular 
procedure necessitated by a participant; 

- means associated with the first computer for searching the participant data 
stored in the at least one data storage means for the participant identifier; and 

- means associated with the fi rpt pomputyr for providing the participant 
stored data pertaining to the participant identifier [to the output means of the 
at least one computer], to, in turn, provide data as to the eligibility of a 
participant for a particular procedure; 

- [«ud] secaad input means being associated with [at least] said [first] second 
computer for inputting an inquiry requesting information from said first computer 
pertaining to said particular dental procedure in order to access said participant data 



Received from < 312 551 1101 > at 4/16/03 5:23:08 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



04/16/03 16:19 ^HIK, FRANK & SAMOTNY LTD. -» USPTO 



NQ.884 P003/007 

I 



in real time and determine eligibility for said particular procedure in real time prior to 
providing said procedure without the need to send participant's data to said [first] 
secpfld computer from said data storage means in advance of said determination; and 
- means associated with the [at least one] first computer for recording utilization of 
benefits by the dental provider in real time. 

13. A method of providing information to dental care providers regarding a 

participant of an insurance plan of at least one carrier comprising the steps of: 
deterarining eligibility of the participant comprising the steps of: 
inputting identifier data pertaining to the participant on a first computer in the 
form of an inquiry in real time to at least one database containing participant 
data regarding a plurality of insurance carriers, wherein at least a portion of 
said participant data is stored remotely from said first computer, 
searching for the identifier data in said participant data of said at least one 
database; 

providing output in the form of participant data provided as a response to said 
inquiry in real time pertaining to the eligibility of the participant without the 
need to $*nd the participant's data from the database in advance of said 
detenninfition; 

inputting a procedure code in real time to determine whether [the] a procedure 
asspcipted with the procedure code is covered by the participant's plan prior to 
performing the procedure; and 
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recording the utilization of benefits and claims in real time by way of a 
procedure by the dental care provider comprising the steps of: 
inputting « identifier data pertaining to the participant; and, 
inputting a performed procedure data. 
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4. A system for detennining eligibility of a participant in an insurance plan with 
respect to particular dental procedures perfonnable by a dental care provider comprising: 

- (at least one] fl first computer having at least one data storage means, at least one 
input means, and at least one output means; 

- data pertaining to at least one participant stored in at least one database on the 
data storage means of [a first of said at least onej said first computer wherein at least 
a portion of said data is not locally stored on said first computer; 

- means associated with [the at least one] a second computer for determining 
eligibility of the participant in real time comprising: 

- roems fbr inputting a participant identifier, 

- means for inputting a particular procedure necessitated by a participant; 

- means fbr searching the participant data stored in the at least one data 
storage moans for the participant identifier; and 

- mwm for providing the participant stored data pertaining to the 



turn, provide data as to the eligibility of a participant [for a] wherein said 

^gab|flty.flffiflfflS O^Y ««W particular procedure; 
- said input means being associated with [at least said first] said second computer 
for inputting an inquiry requesting information pertaining to said particular dental 
procedure in order to access said participant data in real time and determine eligibility 
[for said] n nl^lffjll 1 ^ particular procedure in real time prior to providing said 



participant identifier [to the output means of the at least one computer], to, in 
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procedure without the need to send participant's data to said first computer from said 
date storage means in advance of said determination; and 
- means associated with the at least one computer for recording utilization of 
benefits by the <kixtal provider in real time. 

13. A method of providing information to dental care providers regarding a 

participant of an insurance plan of at least one carrier comprising the steps of: 
d^crmining eligibility of the participant comprising the steps of; 
inputting identifier data pertaining to the participant on a first computer in the 
form of an inquiry in real time to at least one database containing participant 
data regaining a plurality of insurance carriers, wherein at least a portion of 
said participant data is stored remotely from said first computer; 
searching for the identifier data in said participant data of said at least one 
database; 

providing output in the form of participant data provided as a response to said 
inquiry in real time pertaining to the eligibility of the participant without the 
need to &eod the participant's data from the database in advance of said 
detatafoation; 

inputting a procedure code in real time to determine whether [the] a procedure 
ayspefood witft the procedure ccxfr is covered by the participant's plan prior to 
perforating the procedure; and 

recording the utilization of benefits and claims in real time by way of a 
procedure by the dental care provider comprising the steps of: 
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inputting an identifier data pertaining to the participant; and, 
inputting a performed procedure data. 
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